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Projects Taking Place in Multiple Regions

Project | Project Name Project Description Board Project Address
# Approved
0-247 Ducks Unlimited Canada This is a Province-wide wetlands conservation program to restore $248,224 Sarah Nathan
BC Wetland Conservation and enhance wetland habitat. This year, 90ha of wetland habitat Ducks Unlimited Canada
Partnership Program restoration will include 148 Mile Marshes near 150 Mile House; 778-888-1706
Mayook Marsh in the East Kootenay; Sugar Cane Jack wetland in the s_nathan@ducks.ca
Chilcotin; and collaboration on Windy Marsh on Denman Island.
Work will also involve collaboration with the BC Cattlemen’s
Association to identify opportunities to collaborate with ranchers to
restore wildlife habitat on ranchlands.
0-406 White Sturgeon Angler This project will continue to monitor guided and non-guided $5,500 Colin Schwindt
Questionnaire: Catch and recreational catch and effort of white sturgeon in the lower Fraser Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Effort Monitoring of the River. The project involves the distribution and assessment of Natural Resource Operations
Recreational Sturgeon annual electronic fishery questionnaires to licensed sturgeon and Rural Development
Fishery anglers as well as analysis of guided angler catch and effort 604-572-2180
reporting data. Data are combined to give estimates of total white colin.schwindt@gov.bc.ca
sturgeon catch and effort and angler demographics well as track
white sturgeon conservation surcharge statistics. Results are used
by fishery managers to monitor catch and effort trends in the fishery
as well as provide critical information on the impacts of potential
angling regulation and management changes.
0-451 Conservation Land This program provides funding for conservation lands owned by by $552,200 Christina Waddle
Operations and the Nature Trust of BC or the Ministry of Forest, Lands and Natural Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Management Resource Operations and Rural Development through an application Natural Resource Operations
submitted together from both organizations. Funding provided by and Rural Development
HCTF will assist with the operation and management of 250 356-7669
approximately 115 significant wildlife habitat areas across British Christina.Waddle@gov.bc.ca
Columbia.
0-466 BC Wild Sheep This multi-stakeholder program is focused on finding effective long- $61,268 Jeremy Ayotte
Conservation and M.ovi term solutions to a controversial wildlife health issue. We are using Phyla Biological Consulting Inc
Control Program innovative science and piloting novel techniques, guided by a formal 250-804-3513
strategic advisory group of NGOs, industry representatives, and jeremy.ayotte@gmail.com
provincial government staff. We work on partnered projects with
the overall goal of developing scientifically supported provincial
policy to solve the problem of pathogen spillover from domestic
sheep and goats to wild sheep across BC.
0-467 Grizzly Bear Coexistence This project promotes coexistence between grizzly bears and rural $19,500 Gillian Sanders
Solutions residents using correctly installed and maintained electric fencing to Sanders Environmental Services
prevent and mitigate conflicts and provides grizzly bear safety 250-353-1137
education. As conflicts are reduced, and people are better educated grizzlybearsolutions@gmail.com
about grizzly bear behaviour and provided with tools to mitigate
conflicts, there will be an improvement in grizzly bear conservation
status in BC. The focus of these efforts will be to enable habitat
connectivity between core populations of grizzly bears and areas of
high grizzly bear conflicts.
0-476 Got Bats? B.C. Community "Got Bats?" is a network of community bat projects across BC that $77,237 Katie Calon

Outreach, Conservation
and Citizen Science Project

promotes bat conservation through education and outreach to raise
awareness of threats to bats, recruitment of local bat stewards,
detection, protection and monitoring of bat roosts, installation of
bat boxes, and a province-wide Citizen Science bat count to engage
the public and detect population declines due to White-nose
Syndrome and other threats. Implemented by local, established
stewardship organizations with direct landowner contacts in each
region, the importance of this initiative has been widely recognized
by the BC Government and BC Bat Action Team, and support for the
program is a high priority action item in the BC Bat Action Plan (BC
Bat Action Team, 2019).

British Columbia Conservation
Foundation

604-576-1433
kcalon@bccf.com

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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0-511 NABat, BatCaver, and White-Nose Syndrome is a deadly fungal disease affecting bats that $62,538 Cori Lausen
Beyond: Monitoring and is spreading in the west. In preparation for its arrival in BC, we are Wildlife Conservation Society
Next Steps to Protect BC's urgently working with biologists and citizen scientists to identify and Canada
Bats monitor important bat habitats. We are acoustically recording bats 250-353-8204
at over 50 sites across B.C. to establish pre-WNS species diversity Clausen@wcs.org
and relative abundance, and detect and measure population
changes over time. We are monitoring maternity and hibernation
roosts, studying winter ecology at roost sites, and continue to
collaborate on conservation with cavers. This year we are working
on roost enhancement and recovery with First Nation and
community partners in the Kootenays.
0-519 Provincial White Sturgeon This project will obtain support for the coordination and $7,624 Greg Andrusak
Management Working development of a management working group for White Sturgeon Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Group Support in BC. Concerns related to White Sturgeon in the Fraser River that Natural Resource Operations
require management attention include re-assessment by COSEWIC and Rural Development
and potential re-designation under SARA, increased First Nation 778-698-9237
concerns, rapid growth of the recreational fishery and other greg.andrusak@gov.bc.ca
potential stressors to the populations from anthropogenic factors
(habitat, pollution and by-catch mortality).
0-536 Field Trials of a Probiotic This project is field-testing a probiotic consisting of bacteria for $55,239 Cori Lausen
Prophylaxis for White- reducing or preventing the spread and bat mortality from white- Wildlife Conservation Society
Nose Syndrome in Bats nose syndrome (WNS). Sourced from bats in British Columbia, and Canada
applied at summer maternity roosts, our probiotic WNS prophylaxis 250-353-8204
may delay or prevent the onset of WNS during winter, allowing clausen@wcs.org
building-roosting bats to survive this disease each year. The goal is
to eventually upscale this mitigation tool using a citizen science
approach, to protect more bats across southern BC where the
fungus is likely to appear first.
0-539 Increasing Fisher Habitat This project strives to increase the ability of the forest sector to $31,202 Rich Weir
Stewardship in the Forest improve habitat outcomes for fishers in their operations by Ministry of Environment and
Sector increasing the knowledge, skills, and abilities of forest professionals Climate Change Strategy
to retain fisher habitat in their operations and inspiring them to use 778-698-4390
this new capability in their forest management decisions. Rich.Weir@gov.bc.ca
0-541 Determining factors This project will enable new and continued information flow on $70,000 Morgan Anderson
affecting moose moose population trends required for management decisions by Ministry of Forests, Lands,
population change assessing calf and cow survival rates and calving rates. These Natural Resource Operations
demographic parameters are primary drivers of population trend and Rural Development
and key research gaps identified from the initial 5-year (2013-2018) 250-649-4392
Provincial Moose Research Project. morgan.anderson@gov.bc.ca
0-545 Quality Waters Strategy - This project focusses on the Classified Waters of Haida Gwaii. The $39,575 Mike McCulloch
West Coast work will include a River Guardian program to assess and enhance Forest, Lands and Natural
regulatory compliance of sport steelhead fisheries. Stock Resource Operations and Rural
assessment will also be undertaken on the Yakoun River and an Development
assessment of fishery impacts to cutthroat trout on the Tlell River. 250-751-3156
mike.mcculloch@gov.bc.ca
0-546 Invasive Mussel Lake This project will undertake plankton tow sampling in lakes in the $31,764 Sue Davies
Monitoring in the Columbia Shuswap region to monitor for the presence of invasive Columbia Shuswap Invasive
Columbia Shuswap mussels. Species Society
Regional District 855-785-9333
sdavies@columbiashuswapinvas
ives.org
0-567 Cougar predation and Cougars are one of the most important predators of BC's big game $98,715 Adam Ford

harvest in a changing
landscape.

species, yet we know little about their abundance, habitat needs,
and response to cougar harvest. We are capturing and GPS-collaring
cougars to quantify their predation rates, movement behaviour, and
link habitat supply to the sustainable harvest of cougars. This project
will inform provincial cougar management objectives and build on
existing projects to better examine the role of cougars in shaping
prey distributions.

University of British Columbia
250-807-9773
adam.ford@ubc.ca
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0-573 Stewardship Training Agrowest Consulting has been working for 5 years to research the $25,200 Catherine Tarasoff
through Yellow Flag Iris most effective methods for controlling yellow flag iris. To ensure Agrowest Consulting Scientists
Control Workshops land managers and stewardship groups are given the best 250-572-2132
information and tools for success, we will partner with 11 land catherine@agrowest.ca
management and stewardship groups to conduct 10 half-day
technology transfer workshops across the southern portion of the
province.
0-587 Columbia Shuswap The objective of the project is to improve water quality through $11,400 Robyn Hooper
Invasives Restoration restoration and improvement of freshwater aquatic habitat Columbia Shuswap Invasive
degraded by invasive species, in Blanket Creek Provincial Park and Species Society
through the removal of yellow flag iris in the Shuswap 855-785-9333
(approximately 2 hectares of shoreline). At Blanket Creek, rhooper@columbiashuswapinva
approximately 0.33 hectares of important habitat will be restored by sives.org
planting of 160+ indigenous shrubs and re-seeding, thereby
improving natural infrastructure and freshwater quality, and
restoring important ungulate winter range and kokanee spawning
habitat.
0-595 Development of a Very little information exists on the herd boundaries, seasonal $4,938 Robin Routledge

coordinated research
program for southern
range edge Stone’s sheep
in Region 6 and 7A

ranges, demographics, limiting factors, or health baselines of
Stone’s sheep populations, particularly along the southern range
boundary and in low density snowbelt regions. We propose a 1-year
planning project, expected to result in coordinated proposals
integrating multiple provincial and regional priorities for Stone’s
sheep management and drawing on the expertise and concerns of
First Nations, government, NGO and stakeholder groups.

Wild Sheep Society of British
Columbia

250-961-1908
robin.wssbc@gmail.com

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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Approved Projects on Vancouver Island

Project Project Name Project Description Board Contact Information
# Approved
1-72 O&M - (Fsh) - Operation and maintenance of the aeration program at Glen Lake, $11,750 | Scott Silvestri
Vancouver Island flow augmentation in Sandhill Creek, inspection and maintenance of Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
fishways located in the Gordon River and Colquitz Creek and an Resource Operations and Rural
Annual Dam Inspection at Keogh Lake. Development
250-751-3128
Scott.Silvestri@gov.bc.ca
1-319 Keogh River Steelhead The purpose of the project is to support research initiatives to aid in $100,000 | Trevor Davies
Population Dynamics the management of BC steelhead and provide a collaborative forum Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
for government, First Nations, academia and non-government Resource Operations and Rural
organizations to investigate questions about the ecology and life- Development
history of steelhead and other fish species in the Keogh River. The 778-698-9218
project has been in operation since 1976 to annually enumerate the trevor.davies@gov.bc.ca
Keogh river steelhead smolt and adult population, evaluate habitat
remediation strategies and conduct research to understand
steelhead ecology.
1-538 Georgia Basin Western By supporting the recovery of reintroduced Western Bluebirds $20,182 | Jacquie Taylor
Bluebird Reintroduction | (WEBL) through in-depth population monitoring and extensive British Columbia Conservation
Project nesting support, a local community is engaging in long-term Garry Foundation
oak ecosystem stewardship with the goal of returning Western 250-889-1892
bluebirds to their historic range in the Salish Sea. cowichanbluebird@gmail.com
1-644 Vancouver Island Small Through the addition of liquid nutrients, altered stocking regimes $41,927 | Jeramy Damborg
Lake Enrichment and modified angling regulations, this program has been shown to British Columbia Conservation
Program improve fish growth and produce large fish available for angling on Foundation
Vancouver Island. Physical, biological monitoring in addition to 250-390-2525
angler response is used to determine project success. This Project jdamborg@bccf.com
will provide the continued enrichment of at least four lakes on
Mid/Southern Vancouver Island to provide regionally unique trophy
fisheries for Kokanee and Rainbow Trout.
1-647 Martha's Place This Land Stewardship Grant will support invasive species Paul Chapman
management and a baseline inventory. Nanaimo Area Land Trust
250-714-1990
paul@nalt.bc.ca
1-651 Matson Conservation This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and Wendy Tyrrell
Area management on this important conservation land. Funding amount Habitat Acquisition Trust
is for three-year term. 250-995-2428
wendy@hat.bc.ca
1-666 Restoring the This is Year 4 of a 5 year project to restore coastal processes and $69,234 | Tom Reid

Englishman River
Estuary: Improving
Habitat for Fish/Wildlife

improve fish and wildlife habitat in the Englishman River estuary. In
partnership with government, First Nations and local stewardship
groups, this project seeks to restore coastal process in the estuary
and improve fish and wildlife habitat by removing historical dikes,
berms and other anthropogenic features in the lower river and
estuary, enhancing tidal channels, increasing habitat complexity,
monitoring water quality, removing invasive plants, restoring native
vegetation and conducting public outreach.

The Nature Trust of BC
250-751-3218
treid@naturetrust.bc.ca

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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1-673 Little Qualicum River Fish and wildlife habitat in an abandoned industrial log storage pond $8,684 | Jamieson Atkinson
Estuary - Mill Pond (Mill Pond) is being restored as part of a larger Estuary Restoration British Columbia Conservation
Restoration Project Project. In years 1 and 2 an outlet channel was constructed to Foundation
improve water quality, Large Woody Debris was added for habitat 250-390-2525
complexity, and upland and riparian vegetation was planted for jatkinson@bccf.com
habitat improvement and soil stabilization. Year 3 will involve
project monitoring, evaluation, and invasive species management.
The project is a collaboration between the BCCF, Qualicum Beach
Streamkeepers, Guardians of Mid Island Estuaries Society, and
adjacent private landowners.
1-675 Seasonal habitat supply | We will use fine-scale GPS-telemetry data from 67 Roosevelt elk to $113,700 | Carl Morrison
for the management build models of seasonal habitat selection in the West Coast Region. Ministry of Forests Lands Natural
and restoration of Outputs will be used to validate expert-based winter habitat Resource Operations and Rural
Roosevelt elk suitability indices, assess the effectiveness of Ungulate Winter Development
Ranges, and inform the linkage between habitat supply and 250-850-1798
population management objectives. carl.d.morrison@gov.bc.ca
1-684 Ecocultural Restoration Eco-Cultural estuary restoration is the application of Indigenous fish $38,000 | Tim Clermont
of Vancouver Island weir techniques for a modern purpose to restore productive sedge Guardians of Mid Island Estuaries Society
Estuaries marsh habitat vital to the survival of many fish and wildlife species. 250-327-2987
This project will implement a phased estuary restoration plan for TimClermont@shaw.ca
Carex channel edge habitat at the Nanaimo River estuary in
partnership with Snuneymuxw First Nation and the Nanaimo River
Estuary Management Committee. In 2021 we plan to construct
several habitat exclosures to stop goose herbivory and speed up
recovery by transplanting 10,000 Carex plants.
1-693 Reestablishing The Marmot Recovery Foundation will build and expand on efforts $49,450 | Adam Taylor
Vancouver Island to reintroduce Vancouver Island Marmots to Strathcona Provincial Marmot Recovery Foundation
Marmots in Strathcona Park and create a self-sustaining population of these endemic 250-390-0006
Provincial Park mammals. Efforts will focus on translocations, food enhancement, adam@marmots.org
and monitoring.
1-694 Gold River Steelhead This project will evaluate the current abundance of wild summer $20,088 | Danny Swainson
Stock Decline and winter-run steelhead during all life-stages in the Gold River. British Columbia Conservation
Investigations Gold River historically supported one of the most productive winter- Foundation
run steelhead sport fisheries on the Pacific Coast. Subject to project 250-390-2525
outcomes and funding in future years to support additional work, an dswainson@bccf.com
action plan may be developed with management recommendations
for activities to assist this dwindling wild stock.
1-700 Promoting Wildlife Salt Spring Island Conservancy will protect and enhance wildlife $49,005 | Penelope Barnes
Habitat Protection and populations and rare ecosystems on the Island by acquiring lands, Salt Spring Island Conservancy
Enhancement on Salt conservation covenants and stewardship agreements; restoring and 250-538-0318
Spring Island enhancing Garry oak and wetland ecosystems in four SSIC nature penny@saltspringconservancy.ca
reserves; surveying target species; and sustaining SSIC’s native plant
nursery to supply restoration and education initiatives. Stewardship
education is integral to SSIC’s protection and enhancement projects
and includes collaborative hands-on nature education, a diversity of
events for the public, building relationships with land owners, and
informative signage.
1-702 Restoring North This project aims to restore coastal processes and improve fish and $33,369 | Tom Reid

Vancouver Island
Estuaries - NICF

wildlife habitat in the Quatse River Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) and the 2015 property addition to the Salmon River Estuary
Conservation Area. In partnership with government, First Nations
and local stewardship groups, we will breach the Goodspeed Road
dike and enhance fish and wildlife habitat in the Quatse WMA; and,
remove invasive species, improve riparian habitat, construct and
enhance wetlands, and conduct habitat enhancements for
Roosevelt Elk in the 2015 addition to the Salmon River Estuary
Conservation Area.

The Nature Trust of BC
250-751-3218
treid@naturetrust.bc.ca

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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1-713 Investigating impacts of | This is a multi-year, collaborative project investigating UV filter $27,779 | Jamieson Atkinson
Ultraviolet Filters on the | (sunscreen) contamination within the Cowichan River watershed British Columbia Conservation
Cowichan River and its potential impacts on aquatic organisms. The project's Foundation
Ecosystem overarching goal is to improve ambient water quality in the 250-390-2525
Cowichan River, thus improving habitat quality for freshwater jatkinson@bccf.com
aquatic organisms, specifically Rainbow, Cutthroat and Brown Trout.
In Years 1-3, we will characterize the variation of UV filter
contamination in the Cowichan River, support the development of a
rapid procedure to analyze UV filter contamination in water,
sediment and biota, and provide a scientific baseline against which
to study contamination mitigation efforts.
1-721 Ecosystem restoration The Taylor's Checkerspot butterfly project is a collaborative science- $60,000 | Jennifer Heron
for Taylor’s Checkerspot | based, ecosystem restoration project that includes habitat British Columbia Ministry of
and other species at risk | enhancement for this species at three sites, the establishment of a Environment and Climate Change
in Garry Oak third subpopulation at a local park, local community engagement Strategy
ecosystems and stewardship opportunities, and public outreach for this 778 572-2273
butterfly. This work benefits many of the other butterflies, bees, Jennifer.Heron@gov.bc.ca
beetles and other pollinators, birds and plant species at risk within
the endangered Garry Oak and associated ecosystems of
southeastern British Columbia.
1-722 Tranquil Creek Tranquil Creek Watershed Wild Fish Recovery Project is a $85,750 | Jessica Hutchinson
Salmonid Recovery partnership between the Tla-o-qui-aht Nation& CWFS Restoration Central West Coast Forest Society
Project and community and industry partners aimed at restoring watershed 250-726-2424
health and recovering wild salmon and trout populations. jessica@clayoquot.org
Restoration effort is part of a larger, long-term watershed recovery
project. The project will use engineered wood structures and live
willow staking to promote the development of a more complex and
connected floodplain to slow flows, ease erosion and reduce the
movement of sediment downstream, promoting an increase in
habitat quality at the site as well as downstream.
1-728 Fishing and Natural This is a five year study that will use acoustic telemetry and high $99,293 | Erin Rechisky
Mortality of Cutthroat reward tags to estimate fishing and natural mortality of wild Kintama Research Services
Trout in Cowichan Lake cutthroat trout in one of Vancouver Island's most popular fresh 250-667-6951
water fishing destinations, Cowichan Lake. Tracking data will also erin.rechisky@kintama.com
provide information on the utilization of the lake by sub-adult and
adult fish, including spatial and temporal distribution. These results
will be used to support an objective and transparent evaluation of
the regulations currently in place as well as alternative approaches.
1-730 Tsolum River Gravel Bar | The Tsolum River Restoration Society (TRRS) Recovery Plan ranked $17,910 | Caroline Heim
Live Staking and the stabilization of aggraded gravel bars as the number one priority Tsolum River Restoration Society
Riparian Restoration for restoring the mainstem of the Tsolum River. The project will 250-897-4670
Project revegetate 2.2ha of barren gravel bars along the Tsolum River with trrs.educationoutreach@gmail.com
willow/cottonwood cuttings (live staking), and enhance the riparian
buffer with 6,000 conifer seedlings in 2019, 2020 and 2021. This
project will benefit and enhance the instream fish habitat quantity
and quality, and will reduce the movement of gravel through the
lower reaches of the Tsolum River.
1-731 Plankton Tow Sampling This project will undertake substrate monitoring on Vancouver $3,147 | Don Hare
of Elk Lake Island lakes. Coastal Invasive Species Committee
250-710-2010
donhare@coastalisc.com
1-733 Central Denman This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $33,243 | Erika Bland
Conservation Complex management on this important conservation land. Funding amount For three | Denman Conservancy Association
(Year 2 of 3) is for three-year term. years | 250-702-7773

dcalandmanager@gmail.com

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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1-734 Millard Learning Centre This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $43,780 | Adam Huggins
(Year 2 of 3) management activities on this important conservation land. Funding for three | Galiano Conservancy Association
amount is for three-year term. years | 250-539-2424
restoration@galianoconservancy.ca
1-735 Chemainus Estuary This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $20,328 | Jordan Bromley
Lands owned by Ducks management activities on this important conservation land. Funding For three | Q’'ul-lhanumutsun Aquatic Resources
Unlimited Canada amount is for three-year term. years | Society
(Year 2 of 3) 250-210-0800
jordanbromley@dqars.ngo
1-738 Assessment of Marbled This project will use a retrospective analysis of population counts $52,950 | Jenna Cragg
Murrelet nesting and habitat loss from 2002-2022 to examine the influence of habitat Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
habitat and population factors on population persistence of Marbled Murrelet. The Resource Operations and Rural
trends outcomes of the project are to test future methods of effectiveness Development
monitoring and providing guidance on landscape configuration of 250-739-8277
protected habitat to improve conservation outcomes for this Jenna.cragg@gov.bc.ca
species.
1-752 Mayne Island The Mayne Island Community Stewardship Program will engage $27,297 | Rob Underhill
Community residents and visitors of Mayne Island in hands-on nature Mayne Island Conservancy Society
Stewardship Program stewardship. Community members will contribute to habitat 250-539-2535
restoration projects while developing the knowledge and skills they biologist@mayneconservancy.ca
need to steward endangered ecosystems in a fragmented, privately
owned landscape.
1-761 Englishman River Large This project will restore a minimum of 0.6 ha of habitat through the $42,040 | Jeramy Damborg
Woody Debris Re- rehabilitation of aging large wood structures on the Englishman British Columbia Conservation
vitalization River and tributaries, on the east coast of Vancouver Island, BC. Foundation
Large wood structures provide numerous benefits to riverine 250-390-2525
environments including sediment capture and retention, and the jdamborg@bccf.com
creation of structural complexity. Large wood structures also create
habitat for fish and invertebrate populations and have been shown
to positively affect species richness in restored river reaches.
1-765 Detecting Sharp-tailed The federally Endangered and provincially Red-listed Sharp-tailed $47,388 | Carrina Maslovat
Snake on Mount Snake is a cryptic fossorial species, spending most of its life 250-893-7305
Maxwell: eDNA vs underground. Terrestrial environmental DNA (eDNA) sampling maslovat@telus.net
Traditional Surveys protocols were developed to detect this species in the field. This
project will apply the sampling protocols to Mt. Maxwell, a highly
suitable habitat where the species has not yet been detected.
Traditional snake monitoring will be done in conjunction with eDNA
sampling. New occurrences of Sharp-tailed Snakes will be used to
increase the known distribution of this species, propose Critical
Habitat designation and guide on-the-ground management
activities.
1-766 Habitat Protection and This project will improve the survival of juvenile Western Toads by $24,484 | Barb Beasley
Connections for addressing two key threats: reducing recreational disturbance and Association of Wetland Stewards for
Western Toads trampling of the shoreline habitat where toads emerge after Clayoquot and Barkley Sounds
metamorphosis, and reducing road mortality by developing a plan 250-726-2536
for creating dispersal pathways through wildlife culverts under the beasley@island.net
Bamfield Road.
1-769 Thermal Refugia The goal of this study is to identify and map areas in ten streams on $15,000 | Kate O'Neill

Identification in
Salmon-bearing
Streams on Vancouver
Island

Vancouver Island where water temperatures are primarily affected
by groundwater input. Groundwater serves as a source of cold
water during warm summer months, providing thermal refugia for
Pacific salmonids and other cold-blooded fish. Knowing the locations
of these thermal refugia will benefit wild Pacific salmon stocks by
allowing us to prioritize locations for stream restoration and
protection. Identifying stream thermal refugia can also inform
management decisions regarding future groundwater allocation.

Current Environmental Limited
250-871-1944
kate.oneill@currentenv.ca

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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1-770

Kus Kus Sum —Un-
paving Paradise

The Kus Kus Sum project is the re-naturalization of a former
industrial sawmill site. The site is located alongside the short
confluence of the Puntledge and the Tsolum rivers, known as the
Courtenay River. Of particular concern is a steel cladded retaining
wall bordering the river, which has resulted in a narrowing of the
river channel and created a key pinch point for all the fish, including
both out-migrating juveniles and returning spawners. This human
architecture is opportunistically used by seals to prey upon fish. The
restoration will restore the river’s riparian habitat. Species that will
benefit include pink, chum, coho, chinook (summer and fall) salmon
as well as steelhead and cutthroat trout, as well as many birds,
plants and amphibians.

$21,473

Jennifer Sutherst

Comox Valley Project Watershed Society
250-703-2871
estuary.projectwatershed@gmail.com

1-771

Empowering Stewards
of Garry Oak
Ecosystems: A Good
Neighbours Project

The Program intends to engage, inform, inspire, and train stewards
in endangered Garry Oak and Associated Ecosystems on Southern
Vancouver Island through outreach, landowner contact,
stewardship events and workshops, and supporting Indigenous
communities. This Project will increase the stewardship of one of
Canada’s most endangered habitat types by increasing
understanding, participation, and regional leadership in
conservation with the aim of fostering the development of new
habitat stewards in our communities.

$29,677

Katie Blake

Habitat Acquisition Trust
250-995-2428
Katie@hat.bc.ca

1-777

Testing Mitigation to
Reduce the Impacts of
Roads on Amphibians

This seed project will develop a proposal to test the effectiveness of
a system of wildlife culverts and guiding fences in reducing
amphibian road mortality and connecting habitats across the Pacific
Rim Highway. British Columbia is in the early stages of developing
ways to mitigate the impacts of roads on amphibians and there is
uncertainty about how well the best management practices
developed in other areas will work for B.C.’s unique set of species
and physical landscapes. It is important to monitor the mitigation
efforts that are being installed to improve our knowledge, ensure
that we are investing in the most effective techniques.

$5,000

Barb Beasley

Association of Wetland Stewards for
Clayoquot and Barkley Sounds
250-726-2536

beasley@island.net

1-778

Junior Stewardship
Series at Swan Lake
Christmas Hill Nature
Sanctuary

Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary Society has designed a
‘Junior Stewardship Series’ to offer environmental stewardship with
a hands-on approach to support Western Painted turtles and Garry
Oak ecosystem species on our site. Created for students ages eight
to twelve, the series engages young stewards to learn how to
support our local habitats by taking action in community. Students
work outside alongside program naturalists and other local
community leaders in a collaborative framework to make
meaningful, positive changes to the Nature Sanctuary's sensitive
Garry Oak and marshland ecosystems.

$1,850

Cara Gibson

Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature
Sanctuary Society
250-479-0211
cgibson@swanlake.bc.ca

Project #1-636: Reestablishing Vancouver Island Marmots in Strathcona Provincial Park

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)

Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 2021-22 Approved Project List

!, Available online at www.hctf.ca




Approved projects in the Lower Mainland Region

Project Project Name Project Description Board Contact Information
# Approved
2-349 Enhancing Upland Approximately 1,295 hectares of upland agricultural habitat will be $30,000 | Drew Bondar
Farmland for Wildlife in enhanced annually in the Fraser River estuary for migratory and Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
the Fraser River Estuary | resident bird species. The Fraser River estuary is designated 604-940-3392
Canada’s top Important Bird Area where an estimated five million drew@deltafarmland.ca
birds pass through the region each year. In partnership with farmers
in the Cities of Delta and Richmond, grassland habitat will be
established on agricultural land, in the form of winter cover crops
and grassland set-asides, to provide high-quality feeding and resting
habitat for resident and migratory waterfowl, shorebirds and birds
of prey.
2-530 Lower Fraser White This long-term (10 yr.) study is monitoring the movement and $29,906 | Colin Schwindt
Sturgeon Telemetry migration patterns and habitat use of acoustically tagged adult Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Study white sturgeon within the Lower Fraser, Pitt and Harrison River Resource Operations and Rural
systems. Individually tagged fish are tracked using an extensive Development
array of permanent and seasonal receivers strategically placed 778-572-2180
within the river systems to assess movement behavior during critical colin.schwindt@gov.bc.ca
life-history events (i.e., over-wintering, feeding and spawn
migrations) as well as behavioural response to capture in the
recreational catch and release fishery. Results from this Project are
used to support habitat protection measures within the Lower
Fraser River system as well as map and monitor critical habitats and
behaviours.
2-587 Seymour River The rockslide remains a fish passage barrier to salmonids and urgent $80,000 | Reece Fowler
Rockslide Mitigation works are required in summer 2021 to re-establish fish passage. As Seymour Salmonid Society
Works adult salmon will begin returning to the Seymour in August to 604-288-0511
October, we have a small window of opportunity to undertake in- reece@seymoursalmon.com
river works. Without the urgent rock breaking works this year the
returning adult salmonids cannot access the spawning grounds in
the watershed.
2-641 Goshawk diet and To determine Northern Goshawk breeding success, this project will $65,000 | Melanie Wilson
foraging requirements assess diet and spatial foraging habitat requirements in relation to Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
across habitat types in landscape condition of coastal and transitional forests in South Resource Operations and Rural
South Coastal BC Coastal BC. Research addressing prey requirements and improving Development
the understanding of spatial foraging habitat areas relative to 778-572-2271
landscape condition will provide information needed to support the Melanie.L.Wilson@gov.bc.ca
provincial Implementation Plan and ongoing provincial decisions
during implementation to ensure species recovery while mitigating
resource use conflicts.
2-644 Invasive Mussel Lake This project will undertake plankton tow sampling in lakes in the Sea $11,004 | Clare Greenberg
Monitoring in the Sea to | to Sky region to monitor for the presence of invasive mussels. Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council
Sky Region 604-698-8334
info@ssisc.ca
2-645 Fraser Valley and Metro | This project will monitor lakes in the Metro Vancouver region for $13,551 | Kathy Ma
Vancouver Invasive invasive mussels through veliger sampling and substrate monitoring. Fraser Valley Invasive Species Society
Mussels Lake Lakes proposed to be monitored include Cultus, Harrison, Pitt, 778-548-3847
Monitoring Program Burnaby and Buntzen. admin@fviss.ca
2-660 Chilliwack Lake Bull The project will assess sustainable fishing opportunities for Bull $49,199 | Greg Andrusak

Trout Fishery
Assessment

Trout on Chilliwack Lake. Similar to other large lake tag-return
studies, the project has direct implications for conservation and
management of Bull Trout. The goal of the proposed work is to
improve angling quality and provide opportunity in recreational
fisheries on large lakes in BC.

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development

778-698-9237
greg.andrusak@gov.bc.ca

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)

W)

10

Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 2021-22 Approved Project List
Available online at www.hctf.ca




2-661 Upper Pitt River Bull The upper Pitt River provides a unique angling opportunity on a $38,512 | Greg Andrusak
Trout Risk Assessment large river and lake just north of Vancouver. The project intends to Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
develop a better understanding of the Bull trout distribution and Resource Operations and Rural
assess angler use on this river. In addition, the goal of the work is to Development
better understand the conservation and management of Bull Trout 778-698-9237
in the in Pitt River system and risks associated with their greg.andrusak@gov.bc.ca
contribution to a larger year-round fishery on the Fraser and Pitt
rivers.
2-668 Native Plant The project will engage youth in hands-on multi-week programs and $21,501 | Emily Keller
Landscaping to Increase | school workshops to grow bird-supporting native plants and create EYA Environmental Youth Alliance
Native Bird Populations a birdscape teaching garden in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside, Society
in Vancouver while connecting with nature and developing skills and confidence 604-689-4446
in environmental stewardship. The plants will be distributed to over emily@eya.ca
50 local community organizations and schools to support urban bird
habitat projects. The multi-week programs serve youth who self-
identify as BIPOC, LGBTQ2, racialized new immigrants, living with a
disability, in the foster care system, and/or living on low incomes.
2-673 Conservation — Rodgers | This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $7,779 | Liz Webster
(Year 2 of 3) management activities on this important conservation land. Funding for three | Savary Island Land Trust
amount is for three-year term. years | 604-483 4743
silts@telus.net
2-674 Conservation - Savary This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $7,953 | Liz Webster
Island Road (Year 2 of 3) | management activities on this important conservation land. Funding for three | Savary Island Land Trust
amount is for three-year term. years | 604-483 4743
silts@telus.net
2-675 Conservation - This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $7,952 | Liz Webster
Vancouver Boulevard management activities on this important conservation land. Funding for three | Savary Island Land Trust
(Year 2 of 3) amount is for three-year term. years | 604-483 4743
silts@telus.net
2-676 Frenchies Island (Year 2 This Land Stewardship Grant will support operations and $9,900 | Sarah Nathan
of 3) management activities on this important conservation land. Funding for three | Ducks Unlimited Canada
amount is for three-year term. years | 778-888-1706
s_nathan@ducks.ca
2-687 Earthwise Agassiz The Earthwise Agassiz Habitat Stewardship Initiative is a $22,000 | Patricia Fleming
Habitat Stewardship comprehensive community engagement project that commits DRS Earthwise Society
Initiative individuals and groups to take action to protect habitat. The project 604-946-9828
takes place on a 58 acre site in BC''s eastern Fraser Valley that pfleming@earthwisesociety.bc.ca
encompasses restored wetlands, riparian habitats, and pollinator
meadows within the context of a small-scale working farm. The
project increases awareness of habitat and freshwater conservation
and involves individuals in citizen science and stewardship activities.
2-692 Juvenile White Sturgeon | The intent of this project is to provide data to better understand $57,468 | Marc Laynes
Monitoring Program juvenile White sturgeon recruitment, abundance and distribution in Fraser Valley Angling Guides
the Fraser river and tributaries from Delta to Yale, BC., provide data Association
to improve abundance estimates and distribution, improve 604-793-8800
knowledge of seasonal movements of juvenile sturgeon, improve fraservalleyanglingguides@gmail.com
knowledge of locations of juvenile sturgeon concentrations, and
continue providing high priority, cost-effective data collection.
2-695 Re-design and This project intends to re-design and modernize the current angling $15,000 | Colin Schwindt

Modernization of the
Provincial Angling Guide
Catch and Effort
Reporting Platform

guide catch and effort reporting system, beginning with a pilot
phase in Region 2 (last year), with Province wide implementation
this year. The project includes repurposing an existing catch and
effort reporting platform (ELog) developed by M.C Wright and
Associates for DFO. The platform will include both desktop and
mobile versions for both classified and non-classified waters
allowing anglers to better log, visualize and report data in real-time,
reducing workloads and errors, and significantly increasing data
quality. Results of the improved system would allow resource
managers to better track changes in high use fisheries and provide
valuable information to decision makers regarding impacts of
potential regulation changes such as time-area closures.

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development

778-572-2180
colin.schwindt@gov.bc.ca

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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2-696 Renewal and Retention Created in 2006, the Nature Stewards program engages private $36,498 | Joanne Neilson
of Nature Stewards in landowners in the Fraser Valley to conserve, improve, and enhance Fraser Valley Conservancy
the Fraser Valley habitat for wildlife on their properties. This project is designed to 604-625-0066
support previously recruited landowners to ensure their joanne@fraservalleyconservancy.ca
stewardship actions are successful. It implements a renewal process
to help these landowners focus their efforts by providing
personalized stewardship advice and securing a signed commitment
agreement, which increases the ability to track their progress over
time. Incentives are included to encourage long-term participation.
2-715 Juvenile White Sturgeon | The project will complete a 5-year telemetry study to address $79,402 | Allison Hebert
Critical Habitat in the knowledge gaps regarding the migration behaviour and habitat use InStream Fisheries Research Inc.
Pitt River Watershed of juvenile sturgeon throughout the Pitt River watershed across all 604-428-8819
habitat types, including major tributaries. Focused research on the allison@instream.net
juvenile life stage will be key for recovery, as juvenile survival has
the greatest effect on sturgeon population growth. The resulting
high-resolution data will identify and confirm critical habitat for
juvenile White Sturgeon, which will provide managers the
information required to develop and justify habitat conservation
and restoration initiatives in the Pitt River watershed.
2-716 Othello Falls Fish Seasonal upstream migration of adult summer steelhead and bull $30,000 | Mike Willcox
Passage Improvements, | trout past Othello Falls on the Coquihalla River has been impeded Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Coquihalla River since 2014 when the river undermined a concrete bridge abutment Resource Operations and Rural
resulting in mobilization of large boulders within the falls, Development
constricting flow and rendering the falls almost impassable. This 604-586-5400
project will use rock work (blasting using low-velocity explosives michael.willcox@gov.bc.ca
and/or physical removal/repositioning of boulders) to restore access
to high quality spawning and rearing habitats in the upper reaches
to a point where most of the returning steelhead and bull trout are
able to pass the barrier, eliminating future need for physical
transport of fish over the barrier.
2-721 White Sturgeon Catch & | With sturgeon being a catch and release fishery, proper handling, $5,000 | Dean Werk
Release Video, hand out | care and release of these fish is imperative to help the survival of Fraser Indigenous Research Corp
and Questionnaire this old growing species. This project will develop a tutorial and (FIRC)
Project questionnaire that anglers wishing to purchase white sturgeon 604-792-3544
conservation licenses would need to complete prior to receiving info@greatriverfishing.com
their sturgeon license. It is our hope that this will raise public
awareness as well as ingrain ownership of the importance of taking
care of this valuable resource.
2-724 Cattermole Slough This SEED project will identify the ideal location for a flow control $5,000 | Davina Dube
Restoration Project structure under the CN Rail Spur Line which isolates Cattermole British Columbia Institution of
Slough (CS) from the Squamish Estuary. Reconnecting CS would Technology (BCIT)
create a minimum of 5000 m2 of salmonid habitat, link msdavina.dube@gmail.com
communities, and increase biodiversity. The project aims to examine
the feasibility of constructing a wetland to treat the stormwater
drainage outfall into CS. The constructed wetland would address the
on-going pollutant stressor found in the stormwater runoff coming
from downtown Squamish by filtering and storing contaminants.
This would increase habitat and water quality in the slough for the
target species.
2-725 Assessing Coho and This SEED project will provide the Seymour Salmonid Society with a $5,000 | Rory Cleveland

Steelhead Salmon
Spawning and Rearing
Habitat and Restoration
Potential in the
Seymour River

multi-species and multi-parameter habitat overview of past
conditions and previous salmonid habitat restoration work, present
salmonid spawning and rearing habitat conditions, focusing on
gravel and large woody debris (LWD) availability, an assessment of
the current functional conditions of salmonid habitat restoration
treatments, and recommendations for future salmonid habitat
restoration work on the Seymour River.

Seymour Salmonid Society
438-862-9990
roryleecleveland@gmail.com

*Final Grant amount may be subject to funding condition(s)
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Approved projects in the Thompson-Nicola Region

Project Project Name Project Description Board Contact Information
# Approved
3-60 O&M - (FSH) - Maintain the Kane Valley Ranch for fisheries research. Maintain $3,500 | Shannon Harris
Headquarters property, repair fences, pay the Hydro for aeration system, maintain Ministry of Environment
caretakers house (plumbing, wiring, mechanical). 778-868-9855
Shannon.Harris@gov.bc.ca
3-94 O&M - (FSH) - Operation and maintenance of existing lake aeration, stream $68,500 | Andrew Klassen
Thompson-Nicola diversions, outlet fence, riparian fencing, open diversion ditches and Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
dam structures that enhance the angling opportunities of high use Resource Operations and Rural
lakes within the Thompson-Nicola region. Development
250-371-6237
andrew.klassen@gov.bc.ca
3-154 O&M - (FSH) - Operation and maintenance of the Bonaparte Fishway and the $27,500 | Robert G. Bison
Bonaparte Bonaparte Lake Dam. Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development
250-371-6244
Robert.Bison@gov.bc.ca
3-251 Interior Fraser Wild This project is for the continued monitoring of abundance, $98,677 | Robert Bison
Steelhead Conservation productivity and conservation status for wild Interior Fraser Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
steelhead which includes Thompson and Chilcotin steelhead. The Resource Operations and Rural
project will provide scientific knowledge to inform provincial, Development
federal, and First Nation fisheries management planning, processes 250-851-1076
and decisions for conservation and responsible use. robert.bison@gov.bc.ca
3-272 Wetlands Institute The Wetlands Institute workshop provides training to individuals $54,800 | Neil Fletcher
2021: Comox Valley and | involved in wetland stewardship projects in BC. The 2021 Institute BC Wildlife Federation
Gulf Islands will be hosted jointly in Galiano Island and the Comox Valley on 604-882-9988 ext. 232
Vancouver Island, and will be a hybrid of virtual lectures and Neil.fletcher@bcwf.bc.ca
outdoor, hands-on learning with COVID-19 protocols. The Institute
will provide high quality training and hands-on wetland restoration
and design experience while supporting regional initiatives.
Following the Institute, participants are offered ongoing support to
successfully complete their projects. This year BCWF will also offer a
virtual Speaker Series on topics of value to wetland practitioners, to
support a greater and more diverse audience.
3-406 Lillooet Region Aquatic This project will monitor lakes in the Lillooet area for invasive $4,760 | Jacquie Rasmussen
Sampling mussels through veliger sampling. Lillooet Regional Invasive Species
Society
250-256-4292
info@lriss.ca
3-419 Fraser River Bighorns: This project year will build on disease prevalence and herd health $47,190 | Jeremy Ayotte
Fraser West Disease and movement data collected during Year 1 as well as the Phyla Biological Consult